A non-profit corporation to 

promote the preservation and 
development of buildings of 

historical and architectural 
significance in New London, 

connecticut, beginning with 

Union Railroad Station. 


MARK YOUR CALANDAR 


Sunday, December 3 
NLL-URST, Inc. will hold the annual 


meeting in Union Station, beginning at 

2:00 p.m. with concurrent walking and bus 
tours of the City of New London, including 
Thames Shipyar? (see, It's a Landmark). 

There will be a showing of the NLL-URST's 
film,"The Rescue of H.H. Richardson's Last 
Station". The meeting will begin at 4:30 

in the mezzanine of Anthony's Steam Carriage 
in the station, followed by dinner (optional) 
at 6:00. Donation for bus tour: $1.00. 


Monday, December li, 7:30 p.m. 
Monthly Board of Directors meeting at 
the New London Public Library. 


Highlights of the upcoming 
Winter Lecture Series 


sunday, January 21 
Judith Payne, from the Conn, 
Historic Commission, will 
highlight Conn. architecture. 


Friday, February 2 


Arthur Ziegler, from the Pittsbursh 


Historic Commission, will discuss 
Revolving Funds. 


sunday, March 11 
Elizabeth Mills Brown will 
present a slide show entitled 
"The Hundred Years War in Conn,!! 


NEEDED: VOLUNTEERS? 

NLL-URST, Inc. has grand plans for 
another house tour similar to the one 
conducted last fall. This will remain an 
unrealized dream, however, unless enough 
people are able to volunteer their time and 
energy. Tentatively, the tour will be held 
in the late spring. Interested? Call Sharon 
Churchill, 443-2118. 
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IT'S A LANDMARK 


In the late 19th century, when coal was as 
important a fuel as oil is today, the F. H. 
and A. H. Chappell Company supplied much of 
the coal used in the New London area, as well 
as lumber for the building boom of the period. 
Founded in 1865, the Chappells had two facilit- 
ies in New London, one at Hallam Street, the 
other at Bank, using the house and wharf of 
Benjamin Brown for offices and docking. The 
first telephone installed in New London, in 
1881, was used to link the two. 


In 1879, the Chappell Company acquired Thames 
Tow Boat, a Norwich based firm, in a major 
expansion of theirbusiness. Tow boats and 
barges-one of which was the famed whaler 
Nile-were used in the transportation of 
thousands of tons of coal yearly. A splendid 
office building of brick and stone was built 
next to the Brown Mansion in the 1890's, to 
be destroyed by the '38 hurricane. Repair 
and building facilities were located on 
Winthrop's Neck in East New London. 


In 1900, the Thames Shipyard was constructed 
for the Chappell Company at its current 
location off Farnsworth Street, enabling 


expansion impossible in the congested area 


of Winthrop Cove. Repair work in vessels 


- owned by the Chappell firm continued, as did 


some shipbuilding and repairs to yachts and 
other ships and boats. In 1914, the shipyard 
constructed what was then the largest steam 
tow boat ever built, the 185 foot long Paul 
During the First and Second World — 
Wars, the shipyard contributed to the war 
effort through repair work to military vessels. 


In 1975, the Thames Shipyard was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Its 
significance lies in the fact that it is one 
of the only surviving examples of the late 
19th century shipyard in existence.'' The steam 
railway used to haul ships from the water for 
repairs are extremely rare, only four others 
in the U.S. being in operation in 1975. 


Continued on page 4 


FILM PREMIERES IN NEW LONDON 


"A moving, impressive document of an amazing 
undertaking" Dorothy Richardson, retired 
professor, Connecticut College. 


The World Premiere of "The Rescue of H. H. 
Richardson's Last Station", was held on) 
Sunday afternoon, October 29, at the Lyman 
Allyn Museum. The film, produced and 
directed by John Hill, was enthusiastically 
received by the capacity audience, reflected 
in their comments at the reception afterwards. 


"nx wonderful film" Connecticut Trust for 
Historic Preservation 


"” stunning film" Brian Rogers, Connecticut 
College Librarian. + 


"~Phought-provoking", "Beautifully done", 
"Refreshing to see something preserved". 
"Happy to be part of the future". 


The film will be available for bookings in 
the future. Contact NNL-URST, Inc., P. O. 
Box 1134, New London, Connecticut 06320 
for further information regarding this. 


He 
PRESERVATION GROUP TOURS CITY 


New London Landmarks-Union Railroad Station 
Trust, Inc. hosted a preservation group of 

12 from the Lockwood-Mathew's Mansion Museum 
in Norwalk for a special day-long tour of New 
London's downtown on Thursday, October 19. 


Diane Smith and Carrie Makover, Board Members 
of NLL-URST, Inc. served as tour guides for 
the group. The tour began with New London's 


recently renovated Union Station, and included © 


Bank Street, Starr Street, Captain's Walk, 
the Public Library and Granite Street. 


Al Capozza of the Savings Bank of New London 
gave a slide presentation about the Starr 
Street renovation project at the library. 


The Board Members discussed the pilot Bank 
Street facade program sponsored by the 
Redevelopment Agency, including the import- 
ance of details such as proper signage. 


"Wwe were delighted to have this group visit 
us", commented Mrs. Makover. "We've taken 
some of our members to see preservation 


efforts in other cities, and wow New London 
is being recognized as one of the cities 
where exciting things are happening. I 
hope we'll be-able to visit Norwalk in the 
spring and see what the Lockwood-Mathew's 
group. is doing there". 


The Lockwood-Mathew's group supports the 
Mansion Museum in Norwalk. Other preser- 
vation efforts include the South Main 
Street district and its cast iron buildings, 
and involvement in saving the railroad 
station. . 


tHE 
MEMBERS TOUR HARTFORD 


On Saturday, October 21, a group of 40 members 
of NLL-URST, Inc. went on a bus trip to 
Hartford. Peter Grant, of the Hartford Archi- 
tecture Conservancy, conducted the combination 
walking and bus tour of the city. 


The tour began at the Bushnell Plaza on Main 
Street, where I.M. Pei designed the Bushnell 

II Tower. Across the street is the Wadsworth 
Athaneum, and adjacent to that is the neo- 
classical Travelers Insurance Co. building. 
After walking around the neighborhood, we 

ended in Bushnell Park, overlooked by the 

State Capitol Building and surrounded by various 
state offices. 


Reboarding the bus, Mr. Grant then guided us 
through different neighborhoods in the city in 
varying stages of revitalization. Of particular 
interest were some formerly run-down sections 
which are gradually becoming predominately 
owner-occupied neighborhoods of renovated 
Victorian homes. 


Hartford is currently undergoing upheaval with 
the implementation of a flood-control program 
which threatens several important buildings. 
Hopefully, this will not result in drastic 
changes similar to those wrought in New London's 
Shaw's Cove for purposes of flood-control. 


Mr. Grant pointed out landmarks within the city 
including the Christ Church, the Phoenix Mutual 
building, possibly the only two-sided building 
in the world, Trinity College, the railroad 
station, the park system, designed by Frederick 


Law Olmstead, and the Civic Center, among others. 


Mr. Grant's witty and insightful tour opened 
many to facets of Hartford that would have 
remained undiscovered. He whetted our appetites 
to learn and see more of the architectural 

and historical heritage of the City of Hartford. 


TnE PRESERVATION WATCH 


The magnificant vista along Pequot Avenue 
enjoyed by generations of New Londoners was 
taken entirely for granted until last year 
when one piece of property was developed. 
produced broad public outcry, to which the 
then City Council of which I was a member, 
responded with initiatives designed to seek 
outside funds which would permit the city to 
purchase the development rights to the remain- 
ing land along Pequot Avenue. 


This 


Now, nearly 18 months later, those initiatives 
have borne fruit; the Federal government has 
proposed to provide 50% of the necessary cap- 
ital; the State of Connecticut has proposed to 
provide another 25% and the city is being 
offered this massive assistance in return for 
providing 25% as its share-either in cash or 
appropriate credits, in amount approximating 
$130,000 


There are six pieces of property which would 
be affected by this approach. The investiga- 
tion of our Council last year produced the 
findings that the matter could not be handled 
by zoning, but could be handled by either 
purchasing thé property outright or by pur- 
chasing the development rights to those 
properties. 


The advantages of purchasing development rights 
include the fact that the city would gain what 


‘it sought in perpetuity without having to 


maintain the property, without having to open 
the property to general public use in an area 
which would be too narrow for such use, and 
without relinquishing all tax benefits from 
the property. 


It is vitally important that the City Council 
take this action to preserve the birthright 

and character of New London-which is one with 
the sea. This represents the single most 
important decision this Council will make 
during its tenure, especially since either way, 
right or wrong, the decision will be irrevocable 


If no action is taken at this time, it is highly 
likely that those properties will be developed 
for private use and will be forever lost to the 
city and its visitors. The City Council should 
proceed to put the necessary package together 
including, if necessary, raising the funds from 
general revenues. 


Purchasing those rights in perpetuity guarantee 
that nothing would be placed on the property 
to restrict the view... The city has to depend 
upon the property owners to defend their 
covenant rights if they so desire. 


Under this approach, maintenance of the property 
would remain with the owner and the owner would 
continue to pay some taxes to the city. Further- 
more, the involvement of the Federal and State 
governments in this effort would guarantee that 
the city perform on its committment to reserve 
the area in its..present state. .This shoreline 


Continued on page 4 
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Membership Categories 


$3 Student/Senior Citizen 


5 Regular 
10 Family 


Membership Application 


I enclose my remittance for $ 


$25 Contributor 
50 Patron 
150 Life 


for membership (s) in 


New London Landmarks--Union Railroad Station Trust, Inc. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS 


We need your help! 


PHONE 


Please volunteer to help conduct tours, survey 


buildings, research age, ownership of structures raise funds. 


publish newsletters, etc, etree 


Return this application to: 


ne @: Box 1134, New London, CT 06320 


win Lh oo 


drive is irreplaceable and will not stay un- 
disturbed unless the city takes this action 
now. There would accrue long term benefit to 
the city and the adjacent homes from this 
action which would stabilize the area. 


Purchase of the development rights to a piece 

of property involves purchase of the most valu- 
able rights that are inherent in.the ownership. . 
That is the reason why the purchase would naa 
require approximately 80% of the current market * 
value of the property, which would simultane- 
pusly reduce the value of the land by the same 
amount, and would comparably reduce the taxes 

on the property. The result for the current 
property owner is a one-time fair realization 

on his investment but a simultaneous loss of 
most of the investment value of the land. This 
is no less than fair indealingwith private 
property and in no way represents any windfall. 


‘Free enterprise, unfettered and unplanned with 
respect to commercial and other development 

in the city has already produced too many 
examples of fragmentation of neighborhoods as 

a result of use of given areas for varied in- 
compatible uses. The homes and properties 
across the street owe a significant amount of 
their value to those in question remaining with 
an unobstructed view of the Sound. The proper- 
ties on the land side of the Avenue stand to 
lose a significant amount of their value if 
that situation changes. 


I urge this Council, as strongly as possible, 
to proceed now with the steps necessary to 
make use of the available Federal and State 
grants and to purchase the development rights 
of the properties in question. . 


George A. Sprecace,M.D. 


NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following to our membership: 


New London 

Mr/Mrs. Albert L. Baldelli 
Fred and Patricia Bolles 
Vera A. Cleere 

Mr/Mrs. Seymour S. Hendel 
Sherry T. Kroll 

Mrs. J. Smalley 

Mrs. Ernest F. Spitzer 


Barun Basu - Massachusetts 

Dr. Matthew Griswold - Old Lyme 
Robertc. Preston - Groton 

Mr/Mrs. Willard J. Spencer -Quaker Hill 
Mrs. M. H. Sullivan - Florida 
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The importance of the Thames Shipyard is not 
architectural nor even aesthetic. Shipyards 
were never pretty places, but rather functional 
ones, possessing interest from the activity 
taking place, hammering and pounding, the hum 
gf machinery, the hissing of steam. The 
Thames Shipyard is a sad place now, in a state 
of limbo owing to the Coast Guard, which 


. purchased it for demolition a few years ago. 


The plans of the Coast Guard have changed: 

the new research and development center will 
not be built, the need to demolish the ship- 
yard is gone. Yet the Coast Guard retains 
ownership of the yard, and has done nothing 
to maintain the buildings and marine railways. 
There is a grave danger that roof above the 
machine shop may collapse this winter unless 
stopgap measures are taken. As preservation- 
ists, we must urge the Coast Guard and the 
U.S. Government to take the necessary steps 
to conserve this important resource, one of 
the few surviving links of New London with its 


maritime past. 
P Dale Plummer 


NLL _URST 
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